ANNEX 20

WORKSHOP RESULTS ON STRENGTHENING POLITICAL PARTIES AND CAMPAIGN FINANCE

I. Issues and Comments:

1.  Political Parties 

a. Relevance of Political Parties dissolves when independent candidates still win during elections

b. Present Philippine Political Parties are not programmatic based; they lose their   purpose and ceased to exist as principle-based parties

c. Political Parties became Political Dynasties of elites

2. Campaign Financing

a. Public Financing is nothing but an additional burden to taxpayers and does not

      Guarantee solutions to problems on campaign financing

b. Current campaign finances often came from illegal sources

3.  Voters’ Education

a. No funds available. Should be taken from the CDF of Congressmen; a “doable” thing but unrealistic

b. Should be a continuous process

II. Proposals/Recommendations

1. Legislative Action: To pass a new comprehensive and responsive Omnibus Bill

2. Civil Society Action: Voters’ Education thru direct state funding and should be a continuous process

3. To consider experiences of other countries like Thailand (KPI) in creating laws that will address problems/issues on strengthening political parties and regulating campaign finance

4. To conduct study (2-3 months) on the current comprehensive bill before making any proposals in time for June to July opening of Congress

5. Popularization of

a. Party law

b. Public Funding

c. Civic Literacy

Thru national information campaign

III. Concerns

1. Anticipation of State funds may encourage shift to majority party.

2. How will the government generate funds or where will it get the needed funds. 
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