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1. Political Parties and Democracy

1.1. To promote effective governance, democratic society must provide adequate venues for people’s participation in decision-making (i.e., guarantees of freedom of speech, association and assembly, consultation mechanisms and meaningful representation)

1.2. Democratic society should also strengthen state and non-state institutions that promote good governance (i.e., rule of law, transparency and accountability, predictability, participation)

1.3. Political Parties should also perform significant roles and functions in democratic society

2. Philippine Politics is in Crisis

2.1. Democratic in form but not in substance as power is essentially by vested interests

2.2. Recent and ongoing political conjunctures are prone to promoting instability and abnormal phenomena (EDSA 1, 2 and 3 …)

2.3. Weaknesses in the Philippine Party System

3. Political Reforms are necessary if not inevitable (“Synergy of Reforms”)

3.1. Education for Democracy (Civic Literacy)

3.2. Electoral Reforms (Rules of Engagement)

3.3. Constitutional Reforms (Framework of Governance)

4. Political Party Development & Campaign Finance Reform as a Response

4.1. Component of a much more comprehensive program of political reforms for widening and deepening Philippine Democracy

4.2. To address corruption and improve levels of transparency, predictability and participation

4.3. Acknowledge and institutionalize parties as part of our overall democratic project (i.e., Political Party Law, Anti-Turncoatism, Campaign Finance Reform)

5. Key Issues about Campaign Finance Reforms in the Philippines

5.1. Rationalize the costs of elections and the flow, sources and use of money in politics

5.2. Demystify the Sources of Money: getting over the Phychological barrier (state/nonstate dichotomy)

5.3. Establish an appropriate and workable regulatory regime on Campaign Finance

· SOME (NON-EXHAUSTIVE!) AREAS OF CONCERN IN CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM AND POLITICAL PARTY DEVELOPMENT:

· POLITICAL PARTY LAW

· ANTI-TURNCOAT LAW

· REGULATION OF COSTS IN POLITICAL CAMPAIGNS (HARD)

· CONTRIBUTIONS

· EXPENDITURES

· SUBSIDIES/INCENTIVES

· REPORTING/DISCLOSURE

· SANCTIONS

· REGULATION OFCOSTS FOR PARTY OPREATIONS (SOFT)

· CIVIC EDUCATION/EDUCATION FOR DEMOCRACY: HEIGHTENING CITIZEN’S AWARENESS AND LEVEL OF PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL PROCESSES OF A DEMOCRARTIC SOCIETY

FUNDAMENTAL POLICY QUESTION THAT REQUIRES A SHIFT IN PARADIGM: SHOULD STATE FUNDS BE USED FOR CAMPAIGNS AND OPERATIONS?

· SOME (NON-EXHAUSTIVE) OPTIONS AVAILABLE:

· DEREGULATION

· DISCLOSURE

· REGULATIONS ABOUT CONTRIBUTIONS

· REGULATIONS ABOUT EXPENDITURES

· REGULATIONS ABOUT ‘HARD MONEY’

· REGULATION ABOUT ‘SOFT MONEY’

· FREE ACCESS TO MEDIA

· PUBLIC FUNDING (‘CLEAN MONEY’)

· OTHERS

·  WHAT ‘CAMPAIGNS’ ARE FINANCED?

· ELECTION RELATED ACTIVITIES (MOBILIZING VOTERS)

· PARTY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES (PARTY DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES)

· ISSUE ADVOCACY ACTIVITIES (INFLUENCING PUBLIC OPINION AND POLICY-MAKING)

· CIVIC LITERACY (DEMOCRATIC EDUCATION THAT IS NON-PARTISAN)

· SOME RANDOM NOTES ON CAMPAIGN FINANCE REFORM:

· IT IS AN EXTREMELY COMPLEX ISSUE. THERE ARE MULTIPLE OPTIONS AND PEOPLE CAN BE DIVIDED AS TO THE BEST APPROACH TO REFORM

· POLICYMAKERS MUST BALANCE VARIOUS POLICY OBJECTIVES VIS A VIS CONSTITUTIONAL GUARANTEES. THERE COULD BE A FULL SPECTRUM OF POSSIBLE APPROACHES

· CFR IS ESSENTIALLY A RESPONSE TO RISING COSTS OF CAMPAIGNS AND CONCERNS OF THE ROLE OF MONEY IN POLITICS TO REDUCE THE INEQUITIES IN THE RESOURCES AVAILABLE TO CANDIDATES, TO INCREASE COMPETITIVENESS OF CAMPAIGNS, REDUCE THE EMPHASIS ON FUNDRAISING AND THE INFLUENCE AND CONTROL OF VESTED INTERST.

· LEGISLATORS ARE INCLINED TO PRESERVE THE STATUS QUO – ONE FACTOR THAT WOULD HELP GENERATE LEGISLATIVE SUPPORT IS STRONGER PUBLIC DEMAND FOR REFORM.

· THREE (3) BROAD QUESTIONS:

· WHAT CHANGES CAN BE MADE THAT WILL NOT VIOLATE CONSTITUTIONAL PRINCIPLES      TO WITHSTAND COURT CHALLENGE?

· WHAT CHANGES WILL BEST PROTECT THE POLITICAL SYSTEM FROM CORRUPTION OR OTHER UNDUE INFLUENCE THAT ACCOMPANY CONTRIBUTIONS?

· WHAT CHANGES CAN BE MADE THAT WILL NOT ENCOURAGE NEW OR UNFORSEEN CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAY UNDERMINE THE EFFECTIVENESS OF NEW LAW?
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