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When the idea of convening an electoral summit was first brought to me, I knew immediately that it was something that had to be done. Admittedly, there are many pressing things at the COMELEC that need paying attention to – one election after another, the streamlining of the Commission, and modernization, just to name a few. But there also some things that, while they do not exactly offer instant results, nevertheless need to be undertaken in order to ensure that the good being accomplished now is sustainable, and that the good yet to be achieved will have a sound foundation. A true multi-lateral discussion about electoral reform is one of those things.

Reforming the electoral system is no mean task that can be accomplished by one agency alone. Neither is it something that is of interest to only a few sectors of society.  The electoral system, because it is the very foundation of the democratic processes we all enjoy, is something we are all stakeholders in. We all profit by its improvement, just as we all suffer from its stagnation or outright decay. 

Which brings me to where we are right now. We are here today to engage in an open, multi-lateral discussion about our electoral system as it stands now, about the things we want to change, and – hopefully – about how we can realize those changes in time for the elections in 2004.

Just as significantly, we are here today as witnesses to what can be done if we were all to think outside the box; if we acknowledge that we are all equal stakeholders in the upliftment of our electoral system; if we all recognize that pooling our unique competencies will enable us to accomplish more than we ever could, working only by ourselves. 

And today, I hope that we will buckle down to work on bolstering the strength of our democratic processes through the enhancement of our electoral system. To do this, we should not fall into the trap of focusing on our pet electoral topics – or pet peeves. Rather, I submit that we should give equal attention to every item on our agenda: Campaign and Administration, Modernization, Citizen Participation in Elections, Party-list Elections, and the Strengthening of Political Parties.

We in the Commission are striving to address all these concerns, and have, in fact made considerable headway towards the full modernization of the COMELEC, through the automation of vote counting and canvassing of results. We are proceeding apace, but things can still move faster, if we were all to push in the same direction, and for the same purpose.     

And so, I am confident that we are taking a momentous step in the right direction, taken by all of us together in a concerted effort to shore up our democracy. I am hopeful that today’s summit will be seen as a model of governance, through meaningful public-private partnerships, worth emulating. 
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